The account of Richardson for instance is so inflated in this manner that one searches about in vain for any significant contribution of his. In other sections -over-dramatization may make a quite erroneous impression upon the uninformed reader, as in "Death as Anesthetist" and the horrifying account of curare. However, interest is well sustained throughout the narrative, and while the serious student of history may frequently be irritated, the less critical will read it with avidity. Obviously it is 'for the latter that the book is written, and in this respect it fulfills its purpose. This text of over eight hundred pages covers a wide field of biological material and is well enough balanced to make it difficult to select parts for special mention. The usual consideration of protoplasm, plant and animal tissues, and survey of animal phyla is followed by one hundred and fifty pages devoted to the comparative anatomy and physiology of invertebrate and vertebrate animals on the basis of their organ systems. The sections on economic importance of animals and plants are necessarily brief and chiefly suggestive for further reading. The section on biochemical and biophysical phenomena is an innovation in biology texts, but pertinent to the rest of the material. The section on genetics is good and there is an unusually clear and up-to-date description of human embryology. A rather extensive glossary completes the book. The itext is written in clear and simple language, with emphasis throughout on human biology. It is surprising that so much material has been covered so comprehensively within one-volume. 
